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Spring is here.  The Spring equinox was March 20.  If you believe, 
boating season will soon be upon us.  Additionally, a new year in the 
USPS calendar is upon us.  
 
 We held our “Spring” Conference, March 18 over Zoom.  We would 
like to thank V/C Mike Wiedel, JN-IN, our National Administrative 
Officer, for attending the meeting via Zoom, along with the rest of us.   
 
We also heard recorded comments from our Chief Commander, 
Craig Fraser, SN-IN, concerning the 

United States Power Squadrons.  Rejuvenation is a watchword 
used during his comments.   
 
Additionally, were the “Four Pillars of Improvement”.  

1) Education,  
2) Boating and Social,  
3) Marketing Membership, and  
4) Communications and Systems.   

 
Taken together this is a path to enlarging our Clubs.  It’s the little 
steps that taken together will bring members to our organization.  
Starting with our superior ABC3 basic course, which leads to our in-
depth courses, our short seminars and topic specific webinars.  
During our basic ABC3 course, we can explain and discuss the 
educational opportunities that we offer.  We can further discuss the 
Boating and Social activities that we sponsor thru the Clubs.   
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We can market Membership in various ways.  One way is our advertising.  We are considering 
redesigning our advertisement in Bay and Delta magazine.  If you are a marketing person, please 
give us some ideas.  We will consider further marketing in other publications as well.  We are 
discussing a booth at the boat shows for 2024.  Your comments are welcome. 
 
Concerns for the Clubs in District 25.  The average age of our membership is in the retirement 
range.  Several of our members have taken and passed all of the educational opportunities that 
they joined for.  These members are reluctant to serve in leadership positions in their Clubs.  
They may attend a few of the activities the Clubs sponsor.  Yes, their dues are appreciated, but 
there is little contribution to the running of the Clubs.  This is one main reason we must attract 
potential members to our Clubs.  Let’s invite potential members to participate in an activity or a 
one-time classroom visit, to experience our offerings.   
 
Our instructor base is declining, there are very few certified instructors within District 25.  To 
rectify this, there will be a recertification course, via Zoom, April 22.  Contact DEO Norm 
Pennington, nwpenn@sbcglobal.net, for further information.  We are looking into holding an 
instructor course, also district-wide via Zoom, to encourage members to become new instructors 
within our district. 
 
The Clubs should be pursing “At Large Members” with a vengeance.  Contact them multiple 
times by email or phone calls, a combination of both.  These current members of USPS have 
much to offer to the Clubs.  When was the last time you checked the “cyber member” roles,  OR  
the “unattached member” roles, for your squadron’s geography?   
 
 
Check out --USPS website / Information Center / Membership Info Tab.   Look for these 3:   

 
 
I am paraphrasing an old saying, “In terrible times, there is opportunity”.  Let’s try some different 
ideas for our publicity.  There are several advertisements from our competition for boating 
education on Facebook, YouTube and other media channels.  Let’s compete differently.  How 
about a chalk board at your local marina showing dates for the ABC class, labeled as a way to 
pass the CA boaters test earning the CA Boaters Card. Provide a contact email for the local Club.  
Donate some child life jackets to a local marina, with a sign, who donated them.  There are many 
other ways to get our message out to other boaters.   
 
Recently I was doing some cleaning and purging.  I came across a box of practice education 
charts.  Remember them.  We did our navigation problems on them.  Instead of throwing them 
away, they are going to the grandkids to learn navigation.  Every boater should have paper charts 
available to their local boating area.  Our fancy GPS units can fail or lead us down the wrong 
course.  Happens more than we want to admit.   
 
  

   District Commander’s Report  (continued from prior page) 

mailto:nwpenn@sbcglobal.net
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Coming events for District 25: 
 

April 22 -- Recertification Seminar for instructors, via Zoom 
 
May 13 -- District Council meeting, via Zoom 
 
June 20 -- Light 25 newsletter articles, reports, submissions due 
 
July 21 to 23 -- Annual District Cruise-in   &   Rendezvous 
 
Aug 27 to Sept 4 -- National Fall Governing Board, Kansas City, MO 
 
Feb 3 to 11 -- National Annual Meeting, Orlando FL    Please note this change of date for 
your calendars and scheduling your COW – Please avoid conflicts. 

 
Did you know that the “Ensign” is published four times a year. The Ensign is the official 
publication of USPS.   The magazine is emailed to members.  If you are not receiving this 
magazine, you should go online to the USPS webpage, sign in.  A box with the Ensign named will 
appear.  Check the box and subscribe entering your email address.  Easy to do and the Ensign 
publication is one of the benefits of your yearly dues.   
 
As we approach the boating season, with Spring upon us, let’s promote USPS, and our local 
individual clubs for what we offer, and what we can accomplish in the future. 
 
Stay Safe on the Water 
Robert De Micheli 
D25 Cdr 
 
 
   

   District Commander’s Report (continued from prior page)         
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When I started with my boating education, my first class was 
the 13-week Squadron Boating Course, taught in the evenings 
at a local High School.  The course was fairly complete and I 
figured I knew everything I needed to know once I completed 
the course.  However, when I finished, I discovered that there 
was so much more to learn considering that I had a sailboat 
and the course only briefly covered sailboat nomenclature.  
What I was really seeking was how to operate a sailboat, but 
the only course that was available 
was Seamanship (now called Boat 
Handling) or the Sail course.  So, I 
took Seamanship with the 
expectation that Sail would be 
offered soon, but Seamanship didn’t 

address anything that was specific to sailing or sailboats, except when 
they are operated as a motor boat and marlinspike.  Oh yes, there was 
a rule back in the 80’s that one needed to take Seamanship before Sail 
unless you were able to get a waiver from the DEO. 
 
Seeking some practical training, I found a hands-on sailing course that taught students many of 
the basic maneuvers that included docking under sail.  That was exciting, but it did not go far 
enough unless I wanted to spend more money for an advanced sailing course.  By that time, I 

found that I needed to build some experience in boat maintenance as 
boats seem to require a lot of maintenance to retain their reliability.  
Having extensive experience and training in the automotive field helped 
me transition to the marine world, except that I did not have any diesel 
experience.  The Engine Maintenance Course helped; however, it was 
too general as I needed specific information on the engine that I had in 
my boat.  A local parts outlet for my engine did help a lot.   
 

Later I enrolled in the Marine Electronics course because I was having 
some electrical issues.  I thought I was fairly savvy with basic electrical; 
however, I was challenged with understanding both AC and DC electrical 
in the marine environment.  From this point I took it upon myself to work 
out the problems I was having by talking with others in the squadron.   
 
At some point I took the Piloting Course (now called Marine Navigation) to 
better understand courses, routes and waypoints.  An on the water exercise that helped bring 
some reality to Piloting was the Cooperative Charting program.  The district was very active in 
that program with their annual Co-Op Charting cruise in the Delta.  Boats were given 
assignments to follow portions of the river around islands taking depth soundings and looking for 
other signs of change from the nautical chart.  That was followed by paperwork that was 
eventually turned in to NOAA for further investigation.  Co-Op Charting Cruises were usually 
wrapped up with lunch or dinner at either the San Joaquin Delta Power Squadron Island or at 
Diablo’s “Devil’s Isle” island.  Besides the public service these outings helped members in 
different squadrons get to know one another.  
     

 
D/Lt/C Norm Pennington, SN 

   District Educational Officer’s Report             
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Today, we have the opportunity to gain some hands-on training through four programs.  USPS’s 
approved on-the-water (OTW) teaching aid guides provide a 
framework for supplementing classroom instruction with skills 
training. The training involves skill demonstration by one or more 
approved trainers and supervised practice by students, with 
appropriate coaching and feedback from the trainer.  Each of the 
Advanced Grade courses, ABC3, and Sail have guides to 
supplement the material covered in these courses.  Additionally, 
material from other courses that are germane to the course or 
seminar you are taking, may be used. 
 

The content of the Jump Start training is customized to fit the needs of 
the individual student. The goal is to help the new boat owner to develop 
essential skills for safe operation of their boat and to break through any 
barriers that may limit their boating enjoyment. The target time for the 
training is set at two hours. This provides a reasonable amount of time to 
teach a number of skills. It also sets a reasonable expectation for the 
student. 
 

Hands-On Training or HOT (Formerly Practical On-the-Water 
Training) is a major educational benefit that can be offered free 
to members. It is usually conducted over an 8-hour period, often 
with several students. The preliminaries involve a couple hours 
of classroom training on specific boat handling skills. This 
classroom session typically includes a discussion of what will 
happen next, a review of the skills to be taught and performed, 
and videos that allow the student(s) to observe the skills being 
performed without leaving the dock. The second part is on-the-
water, where students observe dockside and on-the-water skills 
demonstrated by instructor-coaches, and then each student has 

the opportunity to perform each skill with supervision and coaching.  There is a separate large 
boat HOT program that sounds very interesting.  Possibly in the works is a HOT program for 
sailboats. 
. 
The Boat Operator Certification (BOC) program recognizes the skills of USPS members at 
different levels of recreational boating proficiency. A certified boat operator will represent the 
fulfillment of a USPS training program: an operator who is knowledgeable, competent and safe. 
To achieve certification at a given level, a candidate must complete Advanced Grade courses, 
Elective courses and USPS Seminars relevant to that level. In addition, candidates must 
demonstrate their proficiency in a set of practical skill tests.  In BOC there are four levels: 

1) Inland 
2) Coastal,  
3) Advanced Coastal  
4) Offshore Navigator.  

  
Each level builds on the previous one completed. 
  

   District Educational Officer’s Report      (continued from prior page)
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What additional training or skills building do you need to meet your boating objectives?  Just a 
simple familiarization on some of the systems on your boat, or some confidence building in the 
operation of your boat.  Perhaps a little tutoring in the operation of your chart plotter or radar?  
Possibly more information on optional accessories to make your boating experience safer and 
more enjoyable?  Maybe you have taken all of the courses and seminars to meet your needs, but 
you want some practical experience that goes beyond the scope of our courses.  Maybe take the 
big step and get certified for the possibility of charting a yacht in domestic or foreign waters.   
 
Perhaps the Partner in Command seminar for your significant other or boating partner.  Lastly, 
how about turning the tables and volunteer your time to help others with the Jump Start, or 
become certified in Boat Operator Certification and then become a certifier and help others?   
 
Finally, I would be remis if I didn’t remind everyone that as of 1 January 2023, boat operators in 
California waters aged 50-years and younger are required to have in their possession a 
California Boater Card (CBC).   
 
Additionally, everyone regardless of age who is supervising an underage boater, 12-15 
years of age is also required to have a CBC.  Starting 1 January 2025, everyone will be required 
to have a CBC to operate a boat in California waters.  If you have not already done so, take the 
America’s Boating Course from your squadron and apply for your boater card. 
 
 
 

  

   District Educational Officer’s Report      (continued from prior page)
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Greetings from Diablo Sail and Power Squadron! 
 

 

We recently held our annual Change of Watch dinner at The Point restaurant in Rio Vista. As our 
squadron/club continues to evolve with a smaller group of active members, I am happy to 
associate with our members and enjoy their friendship. 
 
But I did stay at a Holiday Inn last night… 
A number of years ago, the hotel chain, Holiday Inn ran an advertising campaign where a tense 
scene would be presented requiring the protagonist to use expert skill to navigate the issues to 
ultimate success. When asked about how he did it, he would say something to the effect, “I don’t 
know anything about the [skills required], but I did stay in a Holiday Inn last night.” The message 
being, that if you were smart enough to rent one of their rooms, you were smart enough to handle 
any situation.  
 
I am that guy.  
While I rarely patronize Holiday Inn hotels (much preferring Marriott brands), I often exhibit 
“YouTube Courage” which prior to advent of YouTube may have been more appropriately referred 
to as “fools’ courage.” Meaning that I lacked the skill and experience to take on difficult boat repair 
tasks. (In previous articles, I have tended to only share my successes and keep my failures 
private – chalking them up to learning through the school of hard knocks.) 
 
On Valentine’s Day, 1995 we took delivery of our first 
boat, a 1994 Four Winns Horizon 210. Noting the 
irony of the day, Lyn quickly dubbed our first boat, 
“The Other Woman.” While I had been raised in a 
“boating family”, I knew practically nothing about 
upkeep and boat repairs. In the days before the 
widespread use of the Internet, I scoured the boating 
periodicals for anything and everything. I read each 
issue from cover to cover – often multiple times. 
When I found an article that might be applicable to my 
situation, I cut it out and filed it for future reference.  
 

  

   Squadron Commander’s Report    

Diablo  
Cdr Kevin Blatter, SN    

 

 

Figure 1. The Other Woman, our 1994 Four Winns 
Horizon 210. July 1995. 
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These days, I do the same with YouTube. When faced with a boat project, I will scour YouTube for 
videos for something related to what I’m doing. Given the limited number of videos on boat repair, 
I am often still left to try things to figure out a solution that may work. 
 
During this process, I have built some tools that I have used to address specific needs. In this 
article I will discuss three of these: 1) a trailer light tester, 2) an outdrive stand and, 3) a windlass 
test stand. 
 
Trailer Light Tester 
As I’ve written about in previous articles, I store 
my boats on trailers in a large shed at Hennis 
Marina with 20-30 other boats. I highly value 
keeping my boats out of the sun and weather 
and this was the most affordable solution I could 
find. When I want to take a boat out, I call ahead 
to Jim (the Dockmaster) to let him know I am on 
my way. He will move the other boats out of the 
way to retrieve either Miss Lyn or Chelsey Girl. 
By the time I arrive at Hennis Marina, the boat is 
neatly parked in the boat yard ready for me to 
hitch up. 
 
As a part of my pre-check, I check the trailer lights to make sure things are functioning properly. 
But what if the testing of the lights reveals a problem? I am geared towards time on the water and 
not repairing lights. With sealed lights and LED’s, repairing a trailer light may require special bulbs 
and tools. This is not what I want to think about when I would rather spend a day on the water. 
What this also means is that if I want to check the trailer lights without having to request Jim to 
retrieve my boat and hooking it up to my tow vehicle, I was left with no options. Hence, a few 
years ago, I decided to build my own trailer light tester. Using spare parts around my garage 
(often from previously failed repair projects), I was able to build my own tester on a Saturday 
morning. Additive cost to build: $0 (constructed entirely of spare parts I had laying around my 
garage.) 
 

To construct my own tester, I used some scrap 
wood from a shelving project, a leftover 7-way 
female trailer plug receptacle, some wire and 
some screws and I had my basic design. The 
only hard part was finding a power source. I 
have one of those portable jump starter units I 
bought at Costco a number of years ago. I used 
a spare 12v male plug to connect the tester to 
the 12v receptacle on the portable jump starter. 
Also, I had a spare LED light that I bought many 
years ago that I figured I could use to replace 
the incandescent light in Chelsey Girl’s cuddy. I 

never used the light for this purpose, so I added the light to the tester. So, my new tester can now 
double as a work light.  

Diablo  
Cdr Kevin Blatter, SN  (continued from prior page) 

Figure 2. Kevin's homemade Trailer Light Tester. Additive cost to build: 
$0. 

Figure 3. Testing the taillights of Miss Lyn's trailer. February 18, 2023. 
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Now when I want to check my trailer lights, I can do so at my leisure with the boat still parked in 
the shed. As a bonus, I discovered that I could check the trailer’s brake lights without requiring 
another person. Since it is so easy to test the trailer lights, as a further bonus I test with more 
regularity. These days, I check the trailer lights a few times a year to make sure everything is 
functioning properly.  
 
Outdrive Stand 
As I have written about in previous issues, when I bought Miss Lyn in 2020, I knew she was going 
to be a ‘fixer-upper’. This was true with the outdrives. They had some corrosion damage that I 
needed to repair before I felt comfortable. I had been told that outdrive stands were “proprietary” 
to the manufacturer and that Volvo Penta outdrives required special configuration to adequately 
pull the outdrive off. 
 
After viewing several videos on YouTube, I thought I 
might as well give this a try since I needed two of 
them. From these videos, I got the idea to use a 
piano dolly and build the structure on top. I took 
some basic measurements and used wood left over 
from other projects (including redwood from a fence 
we had recently constructed at our house.) Being 
overly cautious, since I really didn’t know what I was 
doing, I used some leftover angle brackets to ensure 
outdrive stands would not collapse once the weight 
of an outdrive was placed on them. (No, I didn’t 
know how heavy an outdrive was when I was 
building the stands.) 
 
For this project, I purchased two piano dolly stands 
from Harbor Freight and two 2” x 6” x 8’ board. The 
piano dollies each cost $29 while each board was 
around $10. Thus, the cost to build two outdrive 
stands was about $80.  
 
I now have these stacked in my garage where they 
see infrequent use. Although, we have found them 
to be useful when hauling heavy objects around to 
the back yard. 
 
Windlass Stand 
I have spoken to a few of you about the travails of the Windlass from Miss Lyn. Quite candidly, it 
has been a pain in the butt. When doing the sea trail of Miss Lyn in 2020, I noted to the broker that 
the windlass was not functioning properly. I asked that it be fixed as a part of the purchase 
negotiations. The owner refused and I relented. I figured, “how hard can it be?” Thus, taking one 
more step into the realm of Fool’s Courage. With some advice from Rich Holden, I decided to try 
to repair it on my own. I removed the windlass from Miss Lyn in the winter of 2021 for repair.  I 
replaced the broken tensioner arm, and thought I had it repaired. I reinstalled it in the Spring of  
 

Diablo  
Cdr Kevin Blatter, SN  (continued from prior page) 

Figure 4. One of Kevin's homemade Outdrive stands. Notice 
how I used whatever screws I had. Some of the wood is 
redwood from a fencing project while the rest is scrap lumber, 
I had from other projects. March 29, 2021. 
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2021 and it failed on the first usage.  I made no attempt to re-
repair it during the 2022 boating season.  
 
This winter I removed it and resolved again to fix it. It seemed to 
work OK with no load but failed under load. In order to test it, I 
simply mounted it on some spare wood blocks. This 
arrangement proved unstable with the weight of the windlass 
and trying to put a load on the anchor rode. To continue with my 
theme of building specialized tools for bench projects, I 
constructed my own windlass mount.  
 
To construct my own windlass testing mount, I used a 2” x 4” x 
8’ board. Since I am running out of decent scrap lumber, I had to 
buy one – cost $8.  
When testing the windlass in 2021, I purchased a Perko Battery 
Switch, so I could easily turn the windlass off/on. Cost $50. At 
that time, I also made some battery cables out of some spare 
cables.  
 
I have also found that cutting boards make cheap and easy 
mounting materials. Knowing this, Lyn will occasionally pick up a 
few at the local discount store when I ask. Cost $8.  
 
Thus, the cost of building a good test stand was $66. This time, I 
replaced both the tensioner arm that had broken again and the 
stripper arm (which I had broken during my testing.) I tested the windlass under “load”, and it 
seemed to run OK. The real test will come when I try to anchor Miss Lyn the next time I go for a 
cruise. 

 
It has only been 
recently that I 
discovered a second 
hobby with boating – 
fixing and adding 
features to the boats 
when I cannot go on a 
cruise.  
 
I find it rewarding to 
be able to say, “I fixed 
this myself”, even if I 
sometimes break 
something while trying 
to fix something else.  
 
 

  

Figure 5. Testing a windlass stacked on wood 
blocks. Not a very practical solution. 
February 7, 2023. 

Diablo  
Cdr Kevin Blatter, SN  (continued from prior page) 

Figure 6. Kevin's homemade windlass test 
stand. February 11, 2023. 

Figure 7. Miss Lyn's windlass installed and tested. The real proof I have fixed anything will come during 
the first test of the windlass during a cruise. February 18, 2023.  



  Light 25 Spring Issue 2023                                                                                                        Page  11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may be wondering why I took this job.  
 

My motivation began nearly six years ago, when my husband 
suggested we buy a boat and cruise the eastern waterways.  I 
knew nothing about boat ownership, much less planning for 
weather, tides and currents, or understanding aids to 
navigation.  As a U.S. Coast Guard Reservist, Pete had a head 
start.  Still, this endeavor would require that we be self-reliant 
on a 40-foot trawler for a year.  We learned of the Sacramento 
unit of the United States Power Squadrons and signed up. 
 

The quality of education provided by the USPS and 
the wonderful friendships forged back in 2017 and 
2018 gave me the confidence to believe in a dream.  
We were focused on completing ‘The Great Loop’, a 
6000-mile circumnavigation of the eastern United 
States that included oceans, rivers, lakes and locks, 
and where each day we would face a new marina or 
anchorage.  Once we found our boat, we employed 
a training captain for on-the-water training. 
 
There were times of challenges and 
discouragement.  We decommissioned and 
recommissioned our boat seven times.  We got to 
know our boat very well.  We took a couple of 
breaks for health concerns.  We had overheating 
issues that it took four mechanics to figure out!  We 
reached out to our Power Squadron connections as 
a lifeline for these and other concerns.  Boaters in 
general, and squadron members specifically, have a 
deep kinship with other boaters and will give the 
shirt off their backs to help another boater.  We 
have experienced this time and time again.  

  

   Squadron Commander’s Report         

 Sacramento 
  Incoming Cdr Susan Webb, P 

 

 

 

Our boat   ‘Reverie’   Mainship 390 

 

  America's Great Loop 
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Our voyage went over budget and way beyond schedule.  
We completed it in 2022.  I vowed to give back to the 
organization that provided my initial education and skill 
set to embark on a life-changing journey.  I promise to 
promote the objectives of the United States Power 
Squadron to the best of my abilities.  
 
So… THAT’s why I took this job. 
 
USPS/ABClub Branding and Logo.  
 
Rebranding of any company takes significant investment 
of time and money. USPS began promoting America’s 
Boating Club in 2017 and published a Marketing 
Guidebook in 2020.  The Guidebook explains the 
reasons for rebranding and includes links to documents, templates, videos, and PowerPoints.  
Intended to guide the squadrons to standardize the image of America’s Boating Club and to 
promote effective outreach to our evolving boating community.  Rebranding is to  “..[show] we are 
active, vibrant and relevant to today’s boaters… The new logo is modern, and includes elements 
of powerboats, sail and paddle craft.  It shows fluidity, movement and water.”  
 
Many of our local squadrons don’t have a Marketing Committee, nor a Public Relations Officer.  
The Guidebook offers several recommendations for us smaller organizations.  
 
For starters, we need to assess how we “Live the Logo”.  Are we, in fact, active, vibrant and 
relevant?  Are we visible to other boaters?  Do we wear logo clothing and hats when involved in 
on-the-water activities?  Are we promoting our club in advertising, signage, articles in local or 
regional publications or any local boating-related calendars?  Is our digital presence up to date 
and does it include educational and social offerings?  How are we advertising Vessel Safety 
Checks?  How many members carry a business card or brochure to hand out to a potential 
member?  
 
At the squadron level, it will be important to invest in rebranding.  It takes time to incorporate the 
recommendations made by our National Marketing Committee.  In Sacramento, we have made 
progress by updating our website and newsletter. Individual members might consider purchasing 
apparel or business cards.  Do we need to update our nametags to comply with national 
standards?  We need to update our brochure and frequently update our website and Social Media 
pages to appeal to a younger and more digitally-connected audience. 
 
It’s up to us to promote America’s Boating Club and to be enthusiastic ambassadors of boating 
education and safety.  Let’s find opportunities to get in front of the boating community.  Let’s all 
put on our logo wear and be proud cheerleaders for our great organization! 
 
 
 
 

  

 Sacramento 
  Incoming Cdr Susan Webb, P 

 
Our GOLD burgee! May 6, 2022. 
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Spring has sprung, and now it’s time that we are supposed 
to get those boats prepared for cruises, day trips and other 
outings.   Of course, you would never know that we are in 
springtime when you look at the weather we have been 
having.   Here in San Jose, we have experienced a huge 

amount of rain, a lot of very strong winds and even 
some thunder and lightning.  Up in the Sierras, there 
has been record amount of snow, not to mention 
winds, white-out conditions and roads closed due to 
avalanche conditions.  The other night, the news was 
showing huge white caps, more like real waves, 
along the San Francisco pier area.  Like I said, it’s 
hard to believe we are in spring. 
 

In any case, our squadron is preparing to present a 
seminar or two and we would like to invite members 
from other squadrons to attend.  While these 
seminars are hopefully going to be presented in person, we will also be presenting via Zoom.  So, 
if you can’t attend in person, you could certainly attend virtually.  The first seminar we will be 
presenting is going to be Weather for Boaters and will be presented by Lu Abel.   We are 
tentatively looking at holding it on 25 June but watch for a flier and of course the link for the virtual 
segment.  The second seminar is still being decided upon but when it is selected, all District 
squadron members are welcome to attend. 
 
Lastly, I had the pleasure of attending the District’s Council/Conference and Change of Watch on 
18 March.  It was interesting to hear about some of the things going on within USPS and to have 
an opportunity to chat with fellow members.  I do miss the days of being able to meet in person 
and have a large turnout of members from throughout District 25, but I fear those days might be 
gone.  Hopefully, our next District Council meeting can be held in a manner other than virtually, 
and we can all raise a glass in person and give thanks for still being here, still being part of USPS 
and to friendship.  
 

  

   Squadron Commander’s Report         

 Santa Clara 
  Cdr Lindy Zink, AP 
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   Whale Alert App    submitted by CA Coastal Commission 

 

 
https://savingoceanwildlife.org/report%20an%20animal/ 
 

 

Boaters, whale watchers and ocean enthusiasts download the free 
Whale Alert app.  This easy-to-use app (using NOAA nautical charts), 
will allow you to instantly report whale sightings and navigate 
heavily trafficked whale alert areas.  All date from reported sightings 
saves whales by alerting rescue teams to injured or entangled whale 
locations and helps prevent ship strikes. 
 
@savingoceanwildlife whalealert.org 

 
 

https://email.cloud.secureclick.net/c/7532?id=900320.433.1.41434a76e1f4554cec84114c5d56249c
https://savingoceanwildlife.org/report%20an%20animal/
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On September 28, 2022, Hurricane Ian struck Florida’s Gulf Coast, killing 118 people, producing 
more than $50 billion in infrastructure damage and is credited for causing at least 11 electric 
vehicles to spontaneously combust.  Okay – but what does this have to do with recreational 
boating! 
 

From Mount Olympus, the king of the Greek gods, Zeus shouted: “Glad you 
asked!  If any lithium-ion battery is damaged by a collision and/or water intrusion, 
a short circuit can occur, causing the cell to rapidly discharge energy which in 
turn generates heat.  This can lead to what is called a chain reaction known as 
thermal runaway which is when heat propagates from one cell to an adjacent cell 
(or any combustible material), causing it to also ignite.  Because of the extremely 
high internal voltages, large storage lithium-ion batteries can reach temperatures 
of nearly 4,900 degrees Fahrenheit when ignited.” 
  

While the danger of lithium-Ion batteries spontaneously 
combusting, due to flooding, has been known to experts since 
Superstorm Sandy 2012, Hurricane Ian has put this issue front and 
center with the public.  Ignited, lithium-ion batteries generate their 
own heat and oxygen meaning conventional, onboard marine rated 
fire extinguishers will be ineffective for large storage batteries.  To 
extinguish a large lithium-ion storage battery requires dousing the 
battery case/enclosure with enough water to cool the battery’s 
ignited cells below their ignition point.   
 
On this, Poseidon and Hephaestus pontificated by issuing a joint statement:  “Good news! The 
amount of water required would probably sink most recreational boats, thus guaranteeing the fire 
is out.”  Note:  Until cooled a lithium-ion battery can continue to burn underwater because it will 
continue to release oxygen, as it heats up. 
 

Captain Nemo’s recommended reading:  
 
 
https://www.boatus.com/expert-advice/expert-advice-
archive/2013/january/lithium-ion-batteries-handle-with-care 
 
https://www.westmarine.com/west-advisor-electrical/Are-Lithium-
Batteries-a-Good-Choice-for-You.html 
 
 
  

   Safety Message (P/D/C Charles Tremaine) 

 

 

https://www.boatus.com/expert-advice/expert-advice-archive/2013/january/lithium-ion-batteries-handle-with-care
https://www.boatus.com/expert-advice/expert-advice-archive/2013/january/lithium-ion-batteries-handle-with-care
https://www.westmarine.com/west-advisor-electrical/Are-Lithium-Batteries-a-Good-Choice-for-You.html
https://www.westmarine.com/west-advisor-electrical/Are-Lithium-Batteries-a-Good-Choice-for-You.html
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Goddess Artemis, a proponent of 
lithium-ion batteries, proudly proclaimed:  
“On average, lithium-ion batteries are 
about half the weight of flooded (lead-
acid) batteries with the same capacity.  
Deep-cycle flooded marine batteries 
generally last between 500-1,000 
charge-discharge cycles while a lithium-
ion marine battery will usually last 
between 3,000-5,000 cycles.  They are 
sealed and thus safe for marine 
applications, meaning that moisture or 
even a bit of water splashing on them will 
not cause harm.  Most have an internal battery management system to detect unsafe conditions 
and will shut down the battery to prevent damage and/or thermal runaway.”  
 
Artemis’ half-sister, Athena countered with: “In a European Union report, scientists conclude that 
a lithium battery fire on board a ship can be more deadly than a sinking ship.  Indeed, a lithium 
battery fire is one of the most dangerous and difficult fires to control and extinguish.” 
 
Ocnus, to keep the peace, added: “Lithium-ion batteries have their place.  Factory installed 
lithium-ion batteries are an engineered solution and thus should be safer.  Simply exchanging a 
lithium-ion battery for a flooded, AGM, or gel is not an engineered solution and may be less safe.  
Also, unless your recreational boat is used daily or as a live-aboard, the added cost and risk of 
lithium-ion batteries may not be justifiable.”  
 

Harmonia had the last word:   
 
“For peace of mind, you only need to ask, 
who is right and who is Li-on?”  
 
Until next time!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Note:  No Greek gods and goddesses were paid, for their comments. Captain Nemo is not a 
Greek god and his name means “nobody” in Latin.   
 

  

   Safety Message   (continued from prior page) 
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America's Boating Channel 
Urges Use of Engine Cut-Off Devices 

 

Are you aware of the legal requirement for using engine cut-
off devices? This is a requirement that could save your life.  

The requirement to use an engine cut-off switch (ECOS) took 
effect on April 1, 2021, and applies to all U.S. waterways, 
with fines of $100, $250, and $500 for the first, second, and 
third offenses, respectively. State and local authorities may choose to enforce the law differently, 
but using an engine cut-off switch is now the law for qualified vessels everywhere in the United 
States. 

The law applies to all personal watercraft and recreational boats under 26 feet with motors 
capable of 115 pounds of static thrust (a little under 3 horsepower). Boats not currently equipped 

with an engine cut-off switch are exempt, but that 
grandfather clause is closing fast. Another recent 
federal law required manufacturers to install engine 
cut-off switches on all new boats starting in January 
2020. 

Videos are available that offer an overview of the 
importance of specialized safety equipment for 
recreational boating that will shut down the engine in 
an emergency such as the boat operator falling 
overboard. America’s Boating Channel™ produced 

these videos to help viewers learn about traditional lanyard type devices, as well as the new 
wireless systems.  

Watching videos like "Engine Cut-Off Devices" (https://youtu.be/3J3M8dMzqTk) is an excellent way for 
boaters to prepare for safer experiences on the water. America’s Boating Channel also produced a sequel 
entitled “Wear an ECOS” (https://youtu.be/i0Nu7Gu-
JG0). It covers differences between boating knowledge 
and boating skills and why it matters. Viewers learn 
approaches to take to improve their boating abilities. 

You can follow the above links or visit 
https://www.youtube.com/@AmericasBoatingChannel  
to find these and other safe boating videos, which are 
an excellent tool to help recruit participants to our 
educational program and to membership. Invite your 
friends and neighbors to watch, like and subscribe to 
America’s Boating Channel to introduce them to what 
our organization has to offer.  

Available on YouTube, America’s Boating Channel offers quick and easy access to 
professionally produced high-definition safe boating and boater education videos. America’s 
Boating Channel™ is produced by the United States Power Squadrons® (USPS) under a grant 
from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund administered by the U.S. Coast Guard. 
 

  

https://youtu.be/3J3M8dMzqTk
https://youtu.be/3J3M8dMzqTk
https://youtu.be/i0Nu7Gu-JG0
https://youtu.be/i0Nu7Gu-JG0
https://www.youtube.com/@AmericasBoatingChannel
https://click.ml.mailersend.com/link/c/YT0xMzgxMjEzNDU2MjQ1NDU5ODk5JmM9ajJ2NyZlPTU5MzMyNzM0JmI9MzI5OTQ3NTIwJmQ9bjltNnU5eA==.stCfMDKRd5JTJHT0c5dO-Fk0qAQ7OfRzosLTCpipl_o
https://click.ml.mailersend.com/link/c/YT0xMzgxMjEzNDU2MjQ1NDU5ODk5JmM9ajJ2NyZlPTU5MzMyNzM0JmI9MzI5OTQ3NTIwJmQ9bjltNnU5eA==.stCfMDKRd5JTJHT0c5dO-Fk0qAQ7OfRzosLTCpipl_o
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To These Squadrons - D25 Award Winners 
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   D25 Council Members 

 
 
D25 Bridge & General Committee Chairs: 
D25 Commander (D/C)  D/C Robert DeMicheli, AP  robert4105@sbcglobal.net 
D25 Executive (DXO)      open 
D25 Educational (DEO)  D/Lt/C Norman Pennington, SN nwpenn@sbcglobal.net 
D25 Administrative (DAO)           open 
D25 Secretary (D/Secy)  D/Lt/C Gary Smith, JN   gsmithdistrict25@aol.com 
D25 Treasurer (D/Treas)  D/Lt/C Judy Pennington, P  judypenn@sbcglobal.net 
D25 Immediate P/D/C  Lt/C Luther Abel, SN   luabel@ymail.com 
Chair Auditing Com    D/Lt Janis Chapman, AP  chap7002@aol.com 
Chair Nominating Com      open 
Chair Rules Com    D/Lt Elizabeth Dysart, JN  dysarts2@earthlink.net 
 

D25 Squadron Commanders (Cdr) 
Diablo     Cdr Kevin Blatter, SN   k_blatter@yahoo.com 
Peralta     Cdr Nick Pack, JN   marnicbel@comcast.net 
Sacramento    Cdr Susan Webb, P   nrswebb@gmail.com 
San Joaquin Delta   Cdr Pete McCoy, S   pmboatdoc@gmail.com 
Santa Clara    Cdr Lindy Zink, AP   lindyzink@hotmail.com 

 

Light 25 Editor:  Elizabeth Dysart   

dysarts2@earthlink.net 

Articles –– Events –– Photos           

Gratefully accepted 

Feel free to send 

Thanks to all the Light 25 authors!

 
Summer issue of Light 25 to be 

published by July 1 
 

Input for                                       

Summer Issue is due by  
June 20, 2023 

 

Mark your Calendar 

 

 

 

     https://www.usps.org/localusps/sds-D25/ 

2023 
          

Year of the Rabbit 

mailto:robert4105@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nwpenn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gsmithdistrict25@aol.com
mailto:judypenn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:luabel@ymail.com
mailto:chap7002@aol.com
mailto:dysarts2@earthlink.net
mailto:k_blatter@yahoo.com
mailto:marnicbel@comcast.net
mailto:%09%09nrswebb@gmail.com
mailto:pmboatdoc@gmail.com
mailto:lindyzink@hotmail.com
mailto:dysarts2@earthlink.net
https://www.usps.org/localusps/sds-D25/
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Saturday, March 4  ................... 10 am to 12:45 pm Saturday, May 6  ........................ 10 am to 12:45 pm 
In person training at the Sacramento Marina,  
2710 Ramp Way, Sacramento, CA 95818  
If we don’t reach our targeted registration, this training  
will be virtual. You will be notified by Monday, May 1st.

Saturday, April 1  ...................... 10 am to 12:45 pm 

Saturday, April 29  ................... 10 am to 12:45 pm 
In person training in Alameda at the Oakland Yacht Club,  
1101 Pacific Marina, Alameda, CA 94501 (Regatta Room)   
If we don’t reach our targeted registration, this training  
will be virtual. You will be notified by Monday, April 24th. 

Saturday, June 17  ...................... 10 am to 12:45 pm

2023 WWW.BOATINGCLEANANDGREEN.COM  (Dockwalker Tab) 

This workshop trains partners or collaborators like you to become Dockwalkers, who 
conduct face-to-face boater education about environmentally-sound boating practices. 

Photo: CiviCorps 

California Boater Kit 

Receive free educational materials to distribute to boaters at marinas, boat launch ramps, boat shows, and  
special events. Dockwalkers’ efforts increase boater awareness about clean and safe boating, thus improving  
the recreation experience in California while helping to preserve its precious wildlife habitat and water quality.  
Anyone from 15 to 100 years young interested in water quality and sharing clean boating information  
(regardless of your background) can become a Dockwalker! 

Northern California Trainings 2023 
You Must Register To Attend. Click the hyperlinked dates below to register. Once you register, you will receive an email
confirmation and we will send you the disclaimer you need to complete and send back to us via email and the training files. 

If you have been trained in the last three years, you have the option to register for a refresher training: 

Saturday, April 22  ................... 10 am to 11:30 am Thursday, May 11  ..................... 10 am to 12:45 pm 

If you have any questions about the registration, please contact  
Vivian Matuk at vmatuk@coastal.ca.gov or (916) 764-0989 

https://ports-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrde2qqTIsHtIFpSZA2wJwn4HtQFz_mJrT
https://ports-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0sdu-qqD4uGdHQpQOaV5Scjaw-wu4zHvp4
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdkhnBaqV2NwdOd_CvfQlJKB2RF2EYpDfslKzYPJ_XPDqpE6A/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://ports-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUqcuyhpzMjGtET-zALBh0cB7TOmYkDYIyM
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-y4ba8o63J3TU9vtig0wu8SWeKsK3HYcuE7nmKJGsLIz2cg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://ports-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEoc-ugqz0tGt3iTYG_JzYySBkt4vmewSA8
https://ports-ca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIvcO6qrD4rGtTySW4bpsuK-DQDgwXFFK28
mailto:vmatuk@coastal.ca.gov
WWW.BOATINGCLEANANDGREEN.COM
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